Suzanne's Success Story

Born and raised in Brooklyn, Suzanne is a New Yorker through
and through. Once she reached high school, her family relocated
to Florida and that is where her life took a turn for the worse.
Suzanne’s father passed away when she was 17, and her grief was
expressed through risky and rebellious decisions that she made at
school. She then dropped out of high school and moved out of her
family’s home. On her own for the first time, Suzanne made a
series of bad decisions and started using cocaine. This habit led
her to start stealing from others so that she would have money to
buy drugs. In 1994, Suzanne was arrested for the first time during
a drug raid. Despite this, she continued to use drugs, steal, and
live a fast lifestyle. It was in 1999 that Suzanne was convicted of
2nd degree murder and sentenced to 25 years in prison. She stated
that her “experience in prison showed her that she did not want
to continue living that lifestyle” and she began to turn her life
around.
During her time in prison, Suzanne heard about the Ready4Work
program many times and was even told to apply by her
classification officer. However, Suzanne decided to take a
different route upon her release and later found herself without
housing or employment. She made the decision to relocate to
Tampa and apply to the Ready4Work-Hillsborough program so
that she could have a shot at success. Suzanne said that the
Ready4Work-Hillsborough program was very impactful and
allowed her to “learn new life skills, learn to better herself, and
reach her goals." With the help of the staff at Ready4WorkHillsborough, Suzanne was able to secure a job as a painter with
Bryant Painting of Florida, where she has been employed for the
past five months. Suzanne encourages anyone to apply to the
Ready4Work-Hillsborough program, but says “it will only work if
you work it, you must be ready to change."
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Ready4Work-Hillsborough, operated
by Abe Brown Ministries, is a
replication of the national
Ready4Work program. Utilizing a
four-pronged approach encompassing
case management, life-coaching,
employability training and job
placement assistance, Ready4Work
motivates and moves individuals to
become productive, responsible
citizens within the community.
Commitments and strategic
partnerships with faith-based
organizations, local businesses,
community outlets and the judicial
system assist to ensure individuals
transition successfully back into the
community.
If you are interested in joining
Ready4Work-Hillsborough, please
send a letter to Abe Brown Ministries,
2921 N. 29th Street, Tampa, FL 33605.
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Patience
What is it?
Having patience is the ability to accept delay
without complaint; loss of temper or irritation,
even when dealing with something that is painfully
slow. It’s the ability to wait.

READY4WORK-HILLSBOROUGH

Why are some people impatient?
Some people need instant gratification. They want
what they want, and they want it NOW! This is a
character trait often found in children, and
immature people.

Patience is the calm acceptance
that things can happen in a

Why is this important?
Patience helps you build empathy toward others. It
also helps you analyze situations beyond their face
value.

different order than the one

What patience is not!
Patience is NOT the absence of ACTION. Rather,
patience is about timing; it waits for the right time
to act, for the right reasons and principles, and in
the right way.

David Allen

What are the benefits of patience?
Transform relationships. Impatient people are
often restless and irritable; and are quick to say
things that hurt others. Patient people usually
avoid this.
Long-Term Vision. Temporary setbacks don’t
affect a patient person much. Patient people can
put obstacles in perspective and realize things
will get better in time.
Inner Peace. The self-control of patient people
allows them to keep smiling despite challenges;
and provides them with an advance sense of
tolerance. In fact, tolerance is nothing more
than patience with boundaries.

you have in mind.

