
B e f o r e  h i s  a r r e s t ,  T a s h u n  h a d  a  w i f e ,  t h r e e  k i d s ,  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  t w o  j o b s .  

H e  r e m e m b e r s  n e v e r  b e i n g  a  t r o u b l e d  k i d ,  c o n s t a n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  g o o d  g r a d e s  i n

s c h o o l ,  a n d  o v e r a l l ,  a  c h i l d h o o d  f i l l e d  w i t h  l o v e  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  s u p p o r t .  H i s

i n c a r c e r a t i o n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  t r o u b l e ;  t h e  s y s t e m  w a s  a

w h o l e  n e w  w o r l d  f o r  h i m .

T a s h u n  s t a t e s  t h a t  o n e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  o u t  o f  h i s  c o n t r o l  l e d  t o  h i m  r e a c t i n g  i n  a

w a y  t h a t  h e  u s u a l l y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e .  H e  r e c a l l s  h i s  1 0 - m o n t h  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  a s

t h e  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e  o f  h i s  l i f e  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  t o  b e  a w a y  f r o m  h i s

f a m i l y .  W h i l e  i n c a r c e r a t e d ,  T a s h u n  m i s s e d  t h e  b i r t h  o f  h i s  5 t h  g r a n d c h i l d  a n d

t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  o n e  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r s .  " Y o u  a r e  l i t e r a l l y  m i s s i n g  y o u r  l i f e , ”  h e

s t a t e d  w h i l e  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  

T a s h u n  d e c i d e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  n e e d e d  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  w a y  o f

t h i n k i n g ,  b r o a d e n  h i s  h o r i z o n s ,  a n d  r e u n i t e  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y .  

B e f o r e  b e i n g  r e l e a s e d ,  a  f r i e n d  t o l d  h i m  a b o u t  A b e  B r o w n  M i n i s t r i e s  a n d  t h e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o u r  r e - e n t r y  p r o g r a m .  T a s h u n

i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g a n  h i s  r e s e a r c h  a n d  w a s  a b l e  t o  g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  I n t a k e

S p e c i a l i s t .  H e  b e g a n  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T a s h u n  r e c a l l s  l o v i n g  t h e

P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  c l a s s e s  w i t h  D r .  B r o w n  b e c a u s e  “ t h e  w a y  h e

t e a c h e s  a l l o w s  y o u  s p a c e  t o  s e e  t h i n g s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  a n d  s e e  y o u r s e l f  f o r

w h o  y o u  r e a l l y  a r e . ”  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  d r i v e  t o  s u c c e e d ,  T a s h u n  i s  n o w

e m p l o y e d  a t  A b e  B r o w n  M i n i s t r i e s  a s  a  J a n i t o r i a l  a n d  M a i n t e n a n c e  E n g i n e e r .  

T a s h u n  u r g e s  a n y o n e  w h o  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  A b e  B r o w n  M i n i s t r i e s :  “ D o n ’ t

c o n s i d e r  i t ,  d o  i t . ”  H e  s t a t e s :  “ T w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  y o u  w o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  l i k e d  m e .  I

t h o u g h t  I  k n e w  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  h a d  e v e r y t h i n g  f i g u r e d  o u t ,  a n d  I  d i d n ’ t . ”  A b e

B r o w n  M i n i s t r i e s  h a s  a l l o w e d  T a s h u n  t o  l e a r n  n e w  s k i l l s  a n d  m e e t  d i f f e r e n t

p e o p l e ,  t h a t  h a v e  l e d  h i m  t o  s e e  s i t u a t i o n s  f r o m  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  r e a c t

d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  h e  m i g h t  h a v e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

T h e  m a i n  t h i n g  t h a t  T a s h u n  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  t e l l  a n y o n e  w h o  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n

e n r o l l i n g :  “ T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a r e s  a b o u t  p e o p l e .  T h e y  d o n ’ t  j u s t  t a l k  t h e  t a l k .

T h e y  w a l k  t h e  w a l k  a l o n g s i d e  y o u .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  s a y  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  y o u .

T h e  m o m e n t  y o u  s t e p  o n  c a m p u s ,  y o u  f e e l  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y ,  l o v e ,  a n d

c o m p a s s i o n  h e r e . ”

MEET TASHUN!

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LESSON
Tashun Martin is an alumnus of our comprehensive re-entry program now known as
inspHire. He currently works for the ministry as a Janitorial and Maintenance Engineer

 “This organization cares about people. They
don’t just talk the talk. They walk the walk

alongside you." 
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A
COMPREHENSIVE

RE-ENTRY
PROGRAM OF:

Q: What is decisiveness?
A:  The ability to make decisions quickly and effectively.

Q: Why is this important?
A: Every aspect of life includes making decisions. Making
decisions more strategically connects your choices to your
priorities.  Decisiveness is a core Leadership trait.

Steps to becoming more Decisive:

1. Be open to change and new ways of thinking.

2. Develop specific goals designed to help you improve self-
confidence and reduce hesitancy and fear in decision-making.

3. Find a role model or mentor to help you improve your
knowledge base and confidence.

4. Spend less time on small decisions.  Evaluation time should
be proportional to the decision impact.

5. Research and evaluate your decision options.  Practice
thinking strategically.

6. Forgive yourself for decisions you may have made in the
past.  Recognize that progress involves setbacks. Learn from
mistakes, they make you stronger.

7. Accept the limits of your control and knowledge.  Don’t
wait for the ‘ideal’ situation or circumstances to make a
decision.

Consider this:
 

"In any moment of decision, the BEST thing you can do is the Right
thing; the NEXT best thing you can do is the wrong thing; and the

WORST thing you can do is
NOTHING!"

-Theodore Roosevelt
 

DECISIVENESS

Abe Brown Minist r ies '  (ABM) reentry  program, now known as inspHire,  is
operated by and propr ietary to ABM. The program is  designed to embolden
and develop (personal ly  and profess ional ly)  c i t izens with l ived incarcerat ion
exper ience(s)  by equipping them with marketable sk i l l s  and ass ist ing them in
secur ing gainful  employment in order to achieve self-suff ic iency.  

inspHire accompl ishes th is  by earning the t rust  of  our  c l ients and providing
comprehensive intervent ions that stabi l ize their  l ives so that they can focus
on sobr iety ,  good health ,  t rain ing,  and personal  growth.

Allie M., inspHire program manager, discusses our re-entry program with
State Attorney Susan Lopez of the 13th Judicial District who visited with
us to learn more about the resources ABM offers to individuals who are
court-involved and/or formerly incarcerated.

#REASONSTOBEINSPHIRED


